
The Gift and Responsibility of Intellect 
Based of the ספורנו at the beginning of וארא 

After פרעה orders that the Jews’ workload be 
increased,  the בני ישראל to deliver to משה tells  השם
famous message of redemption -  ,והוצאתי, והצלתי

 According .פסח which we discuss on  -וגאלתי, ולקחתי
to the ספורנו, this message contained not only a 
description of the גאלה, but several logical arguments, which when contemplated, 
would convince בני ישראל that their deliverance was imminent (the specific 
arguments are beyond the scope of this דבר תורה). 

When בני ישראל heard this message, however, the תורה writes, ולא שמעו אל משה“ ”— 
“they did not listen to משה.” The ספורנו explains that בני ישראל were taken to task 
for not contemplating the arguments embedded in the message which would have 

led to trust in the redemption. השם had presented sound reason to trust that He would redeem them, they did not 
gather up the strength to contemplate the message, and, according to the ספורנו, they therefore lost the opportunity 
to enter ארץ ישראל. 

I believe that we can glean two powerful ideas from this ספורנו regarding the importance of critical thought. 
There exists an unfortunate misconception that trust in השם requires that one suppress the intellectual component of 
his or her mind and simply “have faith.” It seems clear from the ספורנו that this could not be further from the truth. 
Whereas בני ישראל were not held accountable for simply lacking faith, they were held accountable for not engaging 
in the critical thought process which would have given life to a genuine trust in השם. 

We further see the tremendous capacity of the human mind. Clearly, בני ישראל were expected to 
contemplate the arguments embedded in the message משה was delivering. The context in which they were at the 
time makes this expectation astounding. ,בני ישראל at that point, had been slaves their entire lives, endured 
backbreaking labor and unthinkable persecution, and were on the 49th level of spiritual impurity. Were they really 
in a state in which they could critically analyze anything at all? I can barely think before having my morning cof-
fee! Evidently, even in the most challenging of circumstances, we have the capacity and responsibility to utilize 
our gift of intellect.  

Sponsorship Opportunities:  
• Kiddush: $120 
• Seudas Shlishi: $85 
• Yartzeit Board: $250 
• Eitz Chaim: $120 
• Weekly Newsletter: $50 
 
Scrip - Purchase on YI’s website or 
by contacting Joyce at  
JJoseph5@aol.com 

Tribute Cards— Support YI & 
mark any occasion by purchasing 
on YI’s website.  
 

Dvar Torah - to participate in the Community 
Divrei Torah Project, please contact Isaac Mass  
— isaacbenmass@gmail.com   
 
Membership 
$1,525 Regular Family 
$775 Single / Retired Family / Young Family 
(under 30 years) 
$400 Young Single (under 30) 
$500 First year at YI—Family 
$250 First year at YI—Single 
$500 Associate Membership 
For more info, contact Shmuel at  
Samuel.Gluck@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter submissions deadline 4:00 pm Thursdays.   

Kiddish is sponsored by  

Duke McCarthy: All praise, glory, 

honor, and blessing to God of  

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. His 

name is Hashem!!! May He bless all 

Israel and Jews throughout the 

world with health, wealth, and pros-

perity in Torah. Especially Young 

Israel of Cherry Hill, NJ. Please, 

amen.   

Dvar Torah:  Sh lomo Le vy  

Parshat Va’era —Tevet 28, 5779— January 4, 2019 

Mincha & Maariv 4:30 pm 

Candle Lighting 4:30 pm 

Sunset 4:48 pm 

Shacharis 8:30 am 

Jr Minyan R’ Binyamin 9:45 am 

Shabbos Groups 9:45 am 

Mincha 4:20 pm 

Maariv 5:31 pm 

Shabbos Ends 5:40 pm 

Shabbos Times 

Next Week 

Shacharis (Sun) 8:30 am 

Shacharis (Mon-Fri) 6:45 am 

Mincha & Maariv  4:35 pm 

Mincha & Maariv  (Fri) 4:35 pm 

Nightfall/Shma after 5:39 pm 

Kollel Maariv (Sun-Thurs) 9:15 pm 

Gemara Makos– Men (Mon) 8:30 pm 
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